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Four Lights 


"Then he showed four lights when he wished 


them to set full sail and follow in his wake." 
From "First Veyege ‘Round the Werld by Magellan." 


YELLA HERTZKA — IN MEMORIAM. 


Yella Hertzka was one of the rarest personalities among 
those whose international concern has drawn to work to- 
gether in the WILPF. I cannot at all describe her. If I 
speak of her Mona Lisa beauty, her originality, vigor and 
sparkle, her love of human beings and sheer delight in animals 
(from her pair of beloved horses to the kids born on the 
train as she was taking home their newly purchased goat), 
her devotion to beauty in all its forms but especially in music 
and in Nature, her wide culture and her active and original 
intelligence with a wide culture as its tool, her deep interest 
in spiritual things, her whimsical and unpredictable moods, 
her endless generosity—how empty of meaning are such 
words compared to the vital reality. 

As the wife of the Director of the great international 
music publishing house she was the center of a Viennese 
musical circle. As a young woman she wanted to take up 
horticulture and especially horticultural education as a pro- 
fession for young women. Women were then not admitted 
to such training, but she forced the doors open for herself 
and threw them wide to her pupils and others. At her home in 
Kaasgraben outside Vienna she opened her gardening school 
for girls and carried it on until the war closed it down. At 
one time she had thirteen pupils, victims of pogroms, there 
as her personal guests. And later in the Hitler time how 
many other victims were secretly housed, at unspeakable risk 
to herself, until they could be got safely across the border! 

The war years she spent mostly in England, gallantly 
supporting herself, oe the physical labor was really too 
heavy for her, as a gardener for private employers or at an 
institution where she taught tuberculous patients. 

_ After the war she returned to Vienna to find her Kaas- 
graben property and the music publishing business which, 
since her husband’s death a number of years before the war, 
had occupied much of her time, both lost to her through the 
Nazis. Both were ultimately restored to her though I think 
she had not yet recovered the use of her house before she died. 

Yella Hertzka’s work for peace through the WILPF was 
vigorous and important and continuous to the end. She is 
not listed among those present at our 1915 Hague Congress 
though I seem to remember her there, but in the Zurich 
Congress, after the first World War, where we adopted our 
present name, she took an active part and her speeches are 
interesting reading today. The Vienna Congress of 1921 was 
largely organized and shaped by her and I lived with her 
during the preparatory weeks, being at that time International 


’ certain financial concession which was n 


Secretary. I think it was in 1922 that she came to the United 

States on a double errand—to secure the return of the war 

prisoners in Siberia and to get from the United States a 

ecessary if Austria 

was to be able to take up a League of Nations loan. The WIL 

in the United States did its utmost to second her and both 
objectives were attained. 

At the time of our Prague Congress of 1929, the situation 
in Vienna was so bad that it looked as though civil war might 
begin at any moment. Frau Hertzka took with her to Vienna 
a party of WILPF delegates, of whom I was one, to plead 
with the Austrian authorities to leave no stone unturned to 
prevent violent solutions. The president of Austria, the 
Mayor of Vienna, and others received us and were very 
friendly. In any case the evil day was in fact postponed. 

Frau Hertzka also got the WILPF to bring together that 
same year in Vienna a Study Conference on East Euro 
Problems. Women came from fifteen countries, most of 
neighbors of Russia . This represented a continuance of work 
begun at the 1921 Congress in Vienna which Yella Hertzka 
had never allowed to be forgotten. Women who were for the 
first time at an international meeting were surprised to find 
that such bitter differences as divided these countries, in- 
cluding problems of frontiers and of racial minorities, “could 
be discussed in such good will and friendliness.” 

Under great difficulties she attended the Luxemburg Con- 
gress in 1946, standing in trains all the way from Vienna to 
Luxemburg, where she was an outstanding figure. She was 

-also present at the International Executive Meeting in Geneva 
last July (1948). 

The importance of the economic aspects of the problems 
that determine peace and war, and especially the matter of 
social justice always were emphatically present in her mind. 
She organized and carried the responsibility for the building 
of = very large and impressive clubhouse for working girls 
in central Vienna. She was responsible for the important 
resolution of the 1921 Congress which reads: 


COOPERATION TOWARD ENDING SOCIAL INJUSTICE 

“Since the WILPF aims at the peaceful solution of 
conflicts between social classes as between nations” it is the 
duty of its individual members and of its National Sections 
“to initiate and support laws looking to the gradual abolition 
of property privileges (for instance by means of taxation, 
death duties and land reform laws) and to the development 

(Continued on page four) 


| 
le 
| 
| WAL 
ws 
AApnn, 
= 
| 
| | 
| 


NEWS FROM OTHER WIL SECTIONS _ 


The following material was taken from the latest International Cir- 
Lotter Shich is received ‘etgularly by all those who become 
international associate members.) 


APAN 
, Through her personal efforts and the efforts of some of 


her friends who were in Japan, Gladys Walser of New York 
has resumed contact with some Japanese women—old WILPF 
members who are anxious to be again an active part of our 
organization. Ten Japanese women and three Americans 
met at the Japan Women’s University on September 22 to 
begin the work of reorganizing. 


ICELAND 
The organization of an Iceland Section with the help of 


the Danish Section is going to be a success. The chairman 
of the Icelandic Suffragette Union has made a broadcast 
about the WILPF and has promised to organize a section. 


DENMARK 


Hard work for Peace Day was crowned by success, and 
it “was the very best day we ever had.” On the evening 
before Peace Day, a young star. of the Royal Theatre broad- 
cast an appeal to all peace-loving people. Karin Michaelis, 
well-known author, wrote in the newspapers that she had 
heard 22,000 Danish women were members of the WILPF, 
but there ought to be a million, all Danish women ought to 
be members. She wished that for her 50th anniversary 
instead of getting flowers from her lady-friends, she would 
receive a card from each of them stating that she had become 
a member of the WILPF. 

Ten questions dealing with peace and war were sent 
to teachers for use with children between 10 and 14, in the 
hope that these questions will stimulate the children to thinking 
more intently about these problems. There will be a competi- 
tion for boys and girls in secondary schools every other year 
to write essays on these subjects. Some of the Danish schools 
took part in the American “Art for Friendship” exhibition 
in Pennsylvania and were much interested in receiving draw- 
ing from American children. ~ 


GERMANY 

From letters and repcrts received from six German re- 
ports, two facts are outstanding: one is the ardent desire of 
all our German co-workers to have as much contact as possible 
with all of us outside Germany, and their pleasure and grate- 
fulness for every letter, every communication and every visit; 
the second is the distressing news that anti-Semitism has 
risen there again and presents a serious problem. The groups 
at Hamburg and Bremen tcok part in public meetings against 
anti-Semitism. 


In cooperation with the German League for Peace the 


Bremen Group organized an anti-war demonstration at the 
Rathaus at Bremen on October 5. Magda Hoppstock-Huth 
and Pastor Gerlach were the main speakers. The demon- 
stration was well attended and very successful. The Bremen 
Group also sent a petition to the Parliamentary Council at 
Bonn on September 9 to formulate the new Constitution in 
such a way that every German citizen will have the right to 
refuse war service. 

. Several groups report how hard hit most people are by 
the introduction of the “Deutsche Mark.” Some even doubt 
that it will be possible for members to pay their dues. 

The group at Heidelberg was mainly concerned with 

extending aid to students during the last months. J. Hahn 
maintains that it is also one of our functions to do welfare 
work in order to procure a decent living for some people. 
Thus, the group organized a loan fund for artists and in- 
tellectuals and also -procured employment for them. There 
were house concerts, exhibitions, etc. and so far 7,000 Mark 
could be distributed among 90 families. 
. _ Assistance was also extended to young physicians, lawyers. 
and women students. Preparatory work is being done to 
create a foundation for young scientists. The group was also 
able to procure streptomycin from USA for the children’s 
hospital, thus saving the lives of several children and enabling 
physicians to learn the effects of this ‘new medication. 

(Continued on puge four) 


MILWAUKEE BRANCH PROJECT 


On the occasion of the death last fall of one of our 
beloved members, the Milwaukee Branch of the WILPF, in- 
stead of sending flowers to the funeral initiated a memorial 
fund, which amounted to $106. At the suggestion of the 
family of the deceased member, the money was used to send 
CARE packages to needy members of the WILPF in Europe. 
The list of such members was obtained from Miss Harriet 
Carter of Pittsburgh. 

Miss Lottie B. Owen, Corresponding Secretary of the 
Milwaukee Branch, has sent us copies of two letters from 
recipients of the packages. We quote from one of them, 
believing that their courage and humility will inspire our 
branches to expand their work of help and encouragement to 
branches abroad. From Stuttgart, the following communica- 
tion: 

“] thank you so much for your nice letter and all your 
kind words. I feel that this letter is well meaning and full 
of understanding. For this I thank you most, because you 
see that it is so very .difficult’to work here for peace and 
freedom. A lot of people don’t ‘understand Democracy, many 
have the ideas of Hitler, autocratical’ Others have no faith 
in our work for peace,.and always*one has ‘to say and to 


inform the women that, when we. would go together, how . 


far better it would be. I work also therefore in the Women’s 
Parliament here in Wurttemberg; there are in this Parliament 
all Women’s organizations together. In our league we have 
very good lectures. Every month I give an information 
about the international work. I have very good material 
from England and America. I read a lot of periodicals and 
newspapers, international. Then I inform our members and 
also our newspapers about our League work. 

“Today I got a letter from a woman of a little town in 
Bavaria. She wrote: It is so interesting what you have 
written about the Women’s Peace work. I have never heard 
that such an organization exists. Please inform me, and so 
on. But it is so very difficult to get room in the newspapers 
for that. And it is not the same to write for Periodicals, 
because newspapers there are also in little towns, in farm- 
houses. Then we lost the fortune of our League here by the 
currency reform. Also of course men and women, and so 
we have members, and very interested and true members, but 
they are not able to give a penny. But we work and hope 
and believe. This is the tradition in our League and I am a 
member from the beginning in 1915. I hope it would be 
possible to come together next year in our International Con- 
gress in Denmark, and I would be very glad to see you there. 

“Yesterday came the wonderful parcel, the CARE pack- 
age, I thank you and all the comrades for the wonderful and 
helpful gift. It is a great help for me and also I-can make 
now for Christmas parcels, also for Berlin. With the help 
of Military Government we will be able to send to Berlin 
little parcels.” 


A Link In A Peace Chain 

Will you be one link? If so, send your International 
Circular Letter, FOUR LIGHTS, peace literature, and litera- 
ture on world affairs to some one who cannot get such material. 
An Overseas Kit of current pamphlets published by the U. S. 
Section can be purchased from the Literature Department, 
2006 Walnut St., Philadelphia 3, for fifty cents. 

If your Branch is one of the 65% of our United States 
branches that adopted a branch or member abroad, send to 
them. If your Branch has not yet adopted a branch abroad, 
will you not adopt one this new year? I have many addresses 
waiting. 

_ Each international member receives the International 
Circular Letters. The November report on membership showed 
the international members to be 25% of the total. Can we 
increase it to 50% of the total by the end of 1949? 

_ Much helpful material on the accomplishments of the 
United Nations is sent free from United Nations, Office of 
Public Information, Lake Success, New York. This is ex- 
cellent material for study groups and Branch programs. 

HarRIET CarRTER, Chairman 
Division. of International Work 
Pittsburgh 13, Pa, 
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ROCKEFELLER FOUNDATION:HELPS . 
THE PEACE COLLECTION 


Public recognition of the historic value of records of 
the peace movement came last month from the Rockefeller 
Foundation when it allotted to the “Swarthmore College Peace 
Collection, a Memorial to Jane Addams,” a two-year grant 
of $10,000 for the particular purpose of cataloguing its hold- 
ings of books, pamphlets, and periodicals. 

Readers of FOUR LIGHTS will remember that this Peace 
Collection originated with a gift from Jane Addams. Some 
years before her death, Miss Addams sent to Swarthmore 
her personal accumulation of letters, books, and miscellaneous 
printed matter from different peace organizations. Inspired 
with this gift, Swarthmore College offered to use it as a 
nucleus for an international collection of the archives of the 
peace movement. In 1935 Ellen Starr Brinton was asked to 
gather suitable material from all parts of the world and 
arrange it for research purposes. _ 

Since that small beginning the Peace Collection has ex- 
panded to extensive proportions. Important peace organiza- 
tions in the United States and abroad have named the SCPC 
as their official depository and have sent their files to Swarth- 
more for safe keeping. These include The Committee on 
Militarism in Education, The Emergency Peace Campaign, 
The Wisbech Peace Association of England, the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom, the War Re- 
sisters League, the National Council for the Prevention of 
War, the Fellowship of Reconciliation; the first three now 
inactive after widespread activities over periods varying from 
two to fifty-one years. Documents and records have been 
secured from hundreds of other peace groups—dating back 
to the beginning of the peace movement in 1815. This 
material has been described for research purposes according 
to archival practices, and last year a 72-page booklet called 
THE GUIDE TO THE SWARTHMORE COLLEGE PEACE 
COLLECTION was issued. This is mailed free to all inquirers. 

A quantity of other material consisting of some 6,000 
books, untold numbers of pamphlets dating back to 1642, 
and periodicals of perhaps 600 titles—in many languages and 
from many countries, still remain unlisted. The Rockefeller 
grant will make it possible to provide modern card catalogue 
facilities for these important library items, with detailed 
headings according to title, author, and appropriate subjects. 

Several books already have been published as a result 
of study of these papers, and others are under way. Graduate 
students have come from a number of universities to do re- 
search on specific phases of the peace movement. 

Every national sectior. of the WILPF, all local branches, 
and other peace groups in all countries are urged to send all 
publications, as well as copies of official minutes and other 
documents to Swarthmore for permanent preservation. Address 
the Swarthmore College Peace Collection, Swarthmore, Penn- 


sylvania, U. S. A. 


Essay Contest 
Attention all WIL members! Here is a chance for you 
to win a prize of fifty dollars towards your expenses to the 
Annual Meeting taking place in Hartford, Connecticut, May 
5, 6, 7, and 8th. Enter our Essay Contest and write on this 
subject: Why Join the WIL and What it Means to Me. The 
contest begins on February fifteenth and closes on the fifteenth 
of April. 
Rules: 
(1) Those who enter the contest must be members 
of the WIL. 
(2) All entries must be accompanied by the name of 
a new member who has joined the League since 
January first. 
(3) Write approximately three hundred words. 
(4) Essays should be addressed to: Essay Contest, 
Jane Addams House, 2006 Walnut Street, Phila.- 
delphia 3, Pennsylvania. 
Mrs. Thomas B. Harvey, Mrs. Doris Stanislawski and 
Mrs. Helen E. Heath are serving as the board of judges. 


_Sit down today and write your. essay. . Take advantage .. 


of this chaiicé to shiaife in the thrilling and inspiring experience 
of an Annual Meeting. 


ECONOMIC COMMISSION FOR EUROPE 

In her LOWUN International news No. 11, 1948, Gert- 
rude Baer, WILPF Liaison Officer with the United Nations, 
calls our attention to the importance of the work being done 
by the Economic Commission for Europe (ECE). She re- 
prints the address by Vaclav Kostelecky, assistant to Dr. 
Gunnar Myrdal, Executive Secretary of the ECE, given at 
the Conference of the World Union of Peace Organizations 
at Geneva in September. For further study a volume pub- 
lished by ECE, “A Survey of the Economic Situation and 
Prospects of Europe,” and the Annual Report submitted by 
the ECE to the Economic and Social Council are recommended. 

If members want to interest newcomers in UN work they 
may like to distribute a presentation of the ECE, its work 
and tasks which is less technical: “The Economic Com- 
mission for Europe” published by the Department of Public 
Information UN, Lake Success, N. Y., 1947—price 15 cents; 
sales number 1947.1.22; 16 pages. 

“The issues of War and Peace are based on realities as 
provided in ECE’s work, one of the most expert and effective 
bodies in the field of international economics today. It has 
begun to bring Eastern and Western countries together in an 
effort to expand trade between them; it has started to get 
governments planning for an all-European road network; 
it passes decisions at its technical meetings without political 
discussion, without voting, without wasting time on procedure 
though Poland, Czechoslovakia, Yugoslavia and Finland 
took as active a part in nearly all the work as did the Western 
countries, and though the natural economic lines of develop- 
ment are being upheld across political ‘divisions’ between 
East and West.” (The quotation is from Miss Baer’s report.) 


Falcon Or Dove? 


Women are women, the world around, 
And a woman’s heart is a battleground! 
Must men still fight . . . while women weep? 
Shali women, forever, be driven sheep? 
Your sons still bear the scars of war! ... 
Must they march to the drums of Hate, once more? 
Will statesmen clash . . . or be ruled by Love? 
Unleash the falcon . . . or loose the dove? 
Only in this enlightened land 
Can a woman’s voice and a woman’s hand 
Be more than a whisper, a furtive prayer. 
Yours is the freedom of press . . . and air!— 
Of printed word and lifted voice! .. . 
To you, the challenge—and yours the choice: 
By the wings of Peace, shall the race be won? 
Or the falcon-beak of oblivion? 
BLancHE DeGoop Lorron 


NOTE: Written after hearing Annalee Stewart’s broadcast in 
Portland, Oregon September 19, 1948. 


Notes 


There are still some Jane Addams Calendars remaining 
which may be purchased now for fifty cents each by sending 
to the Jane Addams Calendar Committee, 2006 Walnut Street, 
Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania. 

Brotherhood Week, sponsored by the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, will be observed February 20-27 this 
year. Nelson A. Rockefeller, General Chairman says, “The 
principles of brotherhood which animate the annual obser- 
vance of Brotherhood Week constitute the very essence of our 
way of life. They provide the basis for the spread of “gen 
peace, freedom, and respect for human dignity at home an 
throughout the world. Brotherhood Week gives us an op- 
portunity as a people to rededicate ourselves to this high 
purpose.” 


FOUR LIGHTS—Owned and published by Women's International League 
for Peace and Freedom: Nat'l Literature Dept., 2006 Walnut St., Phila. 3, 
Pa. Entered as second class matter May 12, 1942, at the post-office, 
Phila., Pa., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Pub. monthly except Aug. 
‘and Sept, Subsctiptién’ 50¢ Nat'l Legis. Office, 1734 F. St 


N. W., Wash., D. C. 
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Literature Corner 
Peace SYMBOLS 
by Zonia Baber 
Peace Symbols is the fruit of extended travels and re- 
search by Miss Baber, for many years Associate Professor of 
Geography in the University of Chicago, and long an active 
member of the Women’s International League. 
This book contains reproductions of 40 beautiful photo- 
graphs of the Peace Monuments erected during the centuries 
throughout the world. li represents the people's quest for 


Each picture is accompanied by its appropriate historical 
sketch. Peace Symbols is artistic, interesting, educational, 
and invaluable for use by teachers in the classrooms, for 
libraries and the home. As a memento to be treasured by the 
many friends and former pupils of Miss Baber, this book will 
make a lovely gift: $1.00 each copy. 

The Seamless Robe, by Sarah Cleghorn. 

“The seamless robe of Lovingkindness is the theme of 

Sarah Cleghorn’s little book. Our human lives are the sepa- 


erate threads: of*this vast robe of humanity. The strength of 


each is woven into the strength of all. 

“Writing entirely without sentimentality, the author dis- 
cusses kindness to children, not only in our own families, but 
to all the children, in Europe, in China, in the slums of our 
great cities, the vast numbers of suffering humanity. With 
sympathy and compassion, she writes of kindness toward the 
sick, the aged, the prisoner. War, the negation of kindness, 
must, she feels, be outlawed from the earth. Signed by the 
author. 75c each copy. 


Literature For Distribution 

Peace With Russia is Possible. A six by nine “inch flyer 
printed on both sides for distribution at local meetings. Sug- 
gests briefly but specifically that an understanding with Russia 
can be achieved through a positive policy, not of appeasement, 
but of fairness and cooperation. Opposite side describes 
briefly the aim of the Women’s International League, and has 
a coupon for those interested in further information. 3 for 5c; 
75 for $1.00. 

ABC’s of Civil Rights. Same style as above flyer. Parti- 
cularly timely. Points out that 1949 is the year for decisive 
action on the essential requirements for a democratic nation 


_(ie. Anti-lynching and Anti-poll tax bills, Displaced Persons 


legislation, Federal Fair Employment Practice Commission. 
etc.). 3 for 5c; 75 for $1.00. 

Tax Protest Sticker. Ready for immediate use is a small 
gummed sticker to be affixed to income tax returns, department 
store bills which include federal tax, telephone bills, electric 
bills, ad infinitum—by those concerned persons who wish to 
protest the payment of that part of all federal taxes used for 
military purposes. It is one of the many ways in which we 


_ ‘Imay express our concern over the growing militarization of 


America. Order yours today. $1.00 a hundred. 


NATIONAL LITERATURE DEPARTMENT 
Women’s INTERNATIONAL LEAGUE 

2006 Walnut Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 

Please send me the following: 


—— copies Peace Symbols 

—— copies The Seamless Robe 
—— copies Tax Protest Sticker 
——copies Peace With Russia flyer 
——copies Civil Rights flyer 


Yella Hertzka 


(Continued from page one) 
of economic independence and individual freedom, and to 
awaken and strengthen among the possessing classes the earn- 
est will to transform the social system in the direction of 
social justice.” This resolution has sometimes been quoted 
as though it advocated the abolition of property which it does 
not. 

In 1931, near the beginning of the Great Depression 
she organized almost single-handed in Paris an extraordinarily 
interesting International Conference on the World Economic 
Crisis. Eminent economists took part. The final resolution, 
interesting but too long to quote here, stresses the need for the 
economic unification of Europe. As so often we were in the 
vanguard pointing the way forward. 

I saw Yella Hertzka last in England in June when she 
went down to Southampton with my niece and me to see us 
off. It was a delight to be with her those last hours. I think 
she knew that her health had been more or less seriously 
undermined but I do not suppose she foresaw the heart attack 
which put a sudden, an_instantaneous end, to her valiant and 
lovely: life so few weeks ago, on November 13, 1948. 

EMILY GREENE BALCH 


News From Other Sections 
(Continued from page two) 
ESTONIAN-LITHUANIAN-LATVIAN GROUP 

This group, under the name of ELL, was formed on 
January 23, 1948, in collaboration with, but independent from 
the Swedish Section of the WILPF. It takes part in the 
activities of the -Swedish Section and has its own meetings 
to familiarize its compatriots with the ideas of the WILPF. 

The ELL has also held “mixed” meetings to familiarize 
the Swedish Section with the special problems of its little 
peoples, such as a Latvian film demonstration depicting the 
life of Latvian displaced persons in Germany, and a meeting 
with a discussion on the subject: “The Lithuanians in 
America and their activities for Peace and Freedom.” 
SWEDEN 

The Stockholm Branch held a public meeting of informa- 
tion about the work of the UN on November 22 with several 
speakers, among them Cabinet Minister Karin Kock and the 
Swedish Delegate to the UN, Ulla Alm-Lindstroem. Repre- 
sentatives of women’s and peace associations as well as 
students of the highest classes of schools in Stockholm and 
the suburbs were invited to attend. 

A great many lectures have been arranged all over the 
country for the autumn of 1948 and the spring of 1949. The 
English Quaker, Miss Myrtle Wright, started a lecture tour 
on November 10, speaking in 20 towns about the Quakers’ 
peace work and assistance, about Gandhi’s life and work, and 
about England of today. Ellen Blanche, Administrative Secre- 
tary of the Section, has given two radio talks, and has been 
invited by schools and youth clubs to talk about the Summer 
School at Schiers and Switzerland in general. 

NORWAY 

Committees were set up to deal with the various problems 
set forth in the Resolutions taken at Geneva last July. In 
the educational field, a lecture trip is being arranged to 
familiarize groups and members all over the country with the 
League’s international work. A pamphlet on the conflict 
between East and West, written by the editor of one of the 
best political periodicals, was just published by the Section. 
The Section has been invited to participate in an effort to 
bring films to the more remote places of the country; this 
is an official enterprise, supported by the State. The Section 
has also started a study group for young boys and girls who 
have already some experience in-international relations. It 
is conducted by one of the representatives of the Norwegian 
UNESCO committee and will attempt to investigate the actual 
conditions of countries whose problems are of general con- 
cern today—such as Germany, Greece, etc. 
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